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CHAPTER XVL

ROOM'S intentions wene |
clear. It was uot a len
der benrt nor was It ehiv
alry which prompted him
to do the deed of valor

Just described. He had started out to
do lils duty by James Bansemier be
canse he wna In his hire, nnd he feit it
stlll his duly to cover the tracks of hig
mpster 4s best he could. He koew
that e wis Jeopardizing his own eife.
ty. The obstinate cunning of Ly ua-
tore insisted that the man he lhad
witched was Buausemwer, although hls
brief glimpse of the fugitive's face dis-
conrhged that bellof.

The gnunt clerk kept his chin wall
with his great mualler; the
il eollar of Lls ulster was tarned
owt bls fhee, The rapd plen that
nl.:n‘n] Into nind  eompeehindod
but two {hings, the efort o
Hie to Friances Cable ang the hope of
enping without helng recognizsl, He
felt that she had aot beeh In the water
lotig caovgh to deown. Es hope de
pended wpon theé farce aof the blow
e magined hod been delivered.

Chilled tosthe bone, his tweih ohat
teclng like castanors, the old man was
stooplug over the loanimnte form on
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up. 1 atswer to thelr sinrtled gues.
tions he merely sald that he b sean
the straggle frotm across the stroet,
but bad Deen too Inte to praveut the
tragady.

“We must get her Inta ane of thess
housps quicks” be grunted. “Take
hold of her, you, And you over (here,
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Chilled to the bone, hia tecth chattering.

burry #nd ring a doorbell.  Get nslde
and phone for 8 doctor—a doctor first |
and then, the fwlice, We may bie able,
to suve her Ife"

The tirst of the rich men's bowes
denfsd them admission, ‘I'e man of
the house sald he would not “stand for |
the nutoriety.” Droom, supporting the |
head of the wat, fey fignre, wnde o re-
murk which the man wes never to fors
geb At the second house they were ad- |
mitted.

In an Instant all was confuslon, A
ol gnine wos broken op. and guests
of the house assisted thelr host and
hostess Iu doltlg all manner of un-
neceksary  things,  Droom gave the
commnrnds which sooner or later re-
solvee]l themselves Into exclted, wrathy |
demuands upon the telephone opertton
enlls for o certain nenrby doctor, eills
for the pollce, ealls for srimulints.
mails, hot witer botiles—everything.

“She's been robbed,” sald one of the
men. “Her rings have been torn oil.
Look at the blosd!"

UBlw's well dml. tos™ suld an-
other, “8ay, her face Iooks fomitiar .-

To the gazement of every one, the
Hps of the woran parted abd o grsp-
Ing, chokiog sound jssged from Le-!
tween ‘them, a slight shidder swept!
over her frame.

“She's  allve!”  pxdlaimed’ Deoom,
“Get those wet clothes of nr hpr—
aulek!” |

The men stood grouped in’the nul-
way while the wodien tore the wet©
gnrieits from the reviving vietim
and prepared o warmn bed for her

DODD.

|odyer saw!

gan to shower prudse upon the

ber ran?”

siid the second young man.
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He'—
Andl thon It was that eversbody be- |
man

who only had tried to do his duty by

the one who bived him o do ugly, ot |
gallant, deods.

“Did you watch which way the rob-
demanded Droom epgerly,

"Lost hiln in the dark. [He man like
fury, You must have scaved him off,)” |
“1 wish
wo conld have seen his fuce, Did you
kee It

“Not distinetly,” soswersd Droom
“Ho struck me a5 belog 2 slim young

fellow, that's all™ Of one thing he|
was  assured—the evidenve of thene
two men would prove that he had

aeted x4 valiant protector and not as

a thug, o fenr which bad not left his
mind untll pow. They bnd seen the
fleding assatiant, hut there was only
one peton who  could Kenlify him, |
Tt personn wus riances Cable l!‘,zr1
vietiny, 1F 0t wis not Junes Bapzemer, |
then wWho conld It bave been? l
The door opeped, nud an .'.:.,,L.'."-'II
FOMILY WoINAN caie out |
- Cablel™ ghe eried In trom
veicinn  arrived at that -mo

ment, nml g few miaiites later cpme

1 ollleer who hind been I':..!.u1 [
MIr WY While  the

1 y the volulle
Hed Ir G stod] il ,{
Wimgell walnly In the efort
on  Ingide mystery. He bad
rerdy 8 few minutes before o ourse |
hiroself for nuliine the oo bt o
the water, ot now an the bmllef grow

stronger within im that her ns I

wind not James Banscmer his a
polnt changed. 1f such was the cise
there woulldl be no need to fear Mis,
Cable'a story If she revived suflickntly
to tell it. On the other hand, if it was
Bansemer, he bad rescued ber W a6
il porpose. e was consclous finally
thit gome ong was speaking to him,

“What do yon kunow of this? de
manded the polleeman, Droomw repent
ed hlg brief story. ““What Is your tnme
antl where do you live?™

YAy ndiime 13 Bling Droom, and' 1 Hve
over In Wells street,™

“Conld you tdentlfy the many’

*“I don't think so."

“What were you dolng over In this
part of townt"*

*Walking up to see the skaters on
the pork lagoon. But what's that got
to do with It? You'd better Lp out
lonking for the thief Instend of wast
ng time on me here,"” snarled Droom.
The afficer gasped, and there Is no tell
lug what might bave happened If the
captain and's swnem of blneconts hnd
not appeared on the scene at that mo-
wient. Two minutes loteér they were
off scouring the Iake front In search af
the mysterlons holdup map. Two plaln
clothes men remained to question the
witnesses and to lnapect the nelghlior-
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¢hood in which the orlme was commit:
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Woird eame from the Inner room that
Mrs. Cable was regoining consclous-
[ese,

“Does—cnn sbe throw nny lght on
the affnir?” nsked HHas Droom,

“Bhe lins uttered no word except her
huahomd's name. T think she !s still
eatiing upon him for help, poor thing,”
suld the young woman who boic the
LEWS,

"Cable ought to Le notified,” suld one
of the met.

“Don't do [t over the phone’ snld
Droom quickly, “I'm going post kils
liouse. 1l swop lo and tell him, Let
me ont. offficen, T muost got out of these
wet gartnents. 'm an old mnp, yon
kaaw.™

The probeble solution Lad coms to
Droom ltke o fdush. As he hurrled up
the street bis mind was full of the
theory. He searcely could wailt for the
door of David Cable's lhovse to be
opened o respinse to b yigorous
Tinging. The mall aonoupesd that
Mp. and Mes, Cablé were ont. It wus
enough for Droow, e put the puszle
togethor In that Instent.  David Cable's
e was the one he lad #oen, nhot
James Dansemer's The wald sot up a
hysterlen] alivleking when Le blantly
told ler of the mishap to her mistrons,
It Be did not walt to answer qups-

[ tions. [Te was off to tind Jemes Banse.

mier, ‘The vuleana be had been witely
!.ng 20 lpng was about to burst, aod he
kuew it,

Forgottlur hs wot gnrmints, be en-
tored i drog store and telephoved lo

lm:mm howe  His omiploye b

“Elfay Diroom wis edglitg towded the $wered we ol 50 readily Lhat Deoom
. door, bent on estiupe, When the awed, | knew be had not been far *rom tho lo

Cwolee of e youlg M'
lhiad nszinted o carrying b»r
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STument thak eveniig. Thete was ¢
note of disappoliiment in his voloe
wheu pmmtmmu wines replied W

: : . spot whitte he had seoh e dlsaphesr.
Mm&“g While'he stood them, his heart searces

o fisd it occurred to il thit they wets

s liress It LIRS G0 Ot o+ sorher apid calue toward him:  ‘Toe
Wari clios il e 6 Gab AZRI0 | figst mpalse was to fy; the next was
bound for Bensemer s b Whnt he| g stnnd and deliver himrelf, The reso.
weld 1o » B 0 Tt e ad | gdon cnme with shocking unexpetd.
ur . o e uot be ropeated | paes g wonld glve Nmself upt  He
1t s ol o m(E thae blsl wonld admit that be bad killed his)
host v L presseld and will | wife! The warils of n Wowere on |
Wik 3o milinl the developmeniis | hig {ips when the pollceman spoke. |

ey onnild otly

gt i
whnt I runspired

“Tag It yon, My Calile? How = gl

specoliie an i sir ¥

be:tweirh Dhavil Cable nbd Irls wife out Cable 3d not hear the msn, for, as

theve b b wen wall, but W be opsned s Tk 1o ey oat his o

enongh for thém to know thar a erisis # thought furmed In his ‘;.-_.‘;;-.'

wan ui haud, lmosit stamecired i H-,-rl
Wil see what the moming papers , e Whr 1

sy about the affain' sold Bansemer. | ponnlty fall on Jaines Bansemer? She

unessy ardd cald, bl gone ont to meet him!

The motning papers were fill of the
sengntlonal rebbery, the prominence of
the victim and the vicjousness of the
ptinck, Elias Drooto rend the ac
connis cagerly 4
| the dingy Hule restaurnut nenr his|
bhotue, bright sud early. He g:l'ihnwi-
apprecinbily over the shore of glory |
that fell to blw, and he netually eae-|
kled over the new developmenis In the
greént mystery, |

e had observed with rellef that the |
name of Jdnmes DBansemer was nol
mentioned. The reports from the -
slde of the rolber's victim wepe mwosi
optimlstic,
effocts of the shoek, but no seripus re|
sults were expected. The grent besd.
lines on the trat page of the paper he
was rending got bis mind temporuelly
at roat. There was no suggestion of
fruth In then.

The render of
kpows the (rue
disubtiess more

N

ihive, Wi

this nar
'nets in o
Inters

moents and emotion

e ocAse, 15
n the moye
Dgvid Calle

th of olhers. It
Wi Tainty 1
" I In Cable's placs
und hoe the setalitiotts of
th n as be Ded along e

ik Partmps mieh
W If the wriler
sittipil ve fnally
alunk refluse of
wlhop v

distriet of
J.II'.'I' li-i II"
pating
1 et otid
fi-than

Lake
enl |
sl lerror sirleker
of Chirpronvenng
thrt he sevured control of his nerves
nud rosopted to the stealtlh and ecun:
uing of the renl eriminal,

From that tlwe uutil he stood shiver:
ing and white with dogmed Intexntion in
& theater foyer, bent upon estubilshing |
o allbl, bls movewents ave stareely
worth the detalls. Between the acts he
siw & dopen men whom be khew and
he tonk drinks with severnl of them. |
His tremendous will power careied m
through the ordeal in'a way {hat rnu!-‘!\
not have fallen to the good fortunes of |
the ordinnry lawbreaker,

Every second of the time his
thoughts were of the thing which was
helug huffeted by the fey waters of the
lnke, Where was that thing now?
How far out into the lake had it been
carvied?

His body was covered with tha cold
perspiration of drend aund horror. Iis
soi1l was monnlog: Lls whole being
wns nghust with the awfulness of the
deed; he could have shrlebed aloud n
his madness. How be lived throungl
the hour lu that theater he never could
huve told, nor could he beliove that he
was sitting theve with all those fright- |
ful thoughts plling thewselves upon
him, Other people lnughed and shoyt-
ed with happinesa; he stared and wopt
in Dix beprt and shivered and eringed
and gronved within bimself

He had killed her! She hnd been troe
to him, spd yet he bad taken her 1ife,
the dife she bnd given him! He giye
ne thought to Jane, no thought to
Banstmer. He thought only of him-
self na the slayer.

Would her body be recoverod? What
would be hin excuse, what bis punish
ment? The gallows? A thousand hor
rors ran riot In his bealo, o thoosaol
tremors with ench. !

But why dwall gpon the leelings of |
this misermbla wretch? Why say more |
of hig terror, hls misery. his remorse? |
He beld bimself o the seat untl) l!n*i
middlie of the last act of the play, At
lust, unable 1o restrnin Blnself longer,
he arose and almost o fram the thea
ter, That lustinct which no slnyér con
eaitrol or expitln was overpowering
dm, It was the Instinet whiclh at
tracts the murdeérer to the spot whera
his orime was committed No mnn
ean deseribe or define this resiatloss

Darianoce<le
b

)iy Bl
It waa na

int

impuise, nod yet ull erimindlogy re
conda It clear and unmismkable It s
no less than a fonn of curfudity.  Defys

ent by Wils [rresistible foree, David (a-
ble, with bravado thnt cost him dearly,
worked: his uninterrupted way to the
géene of hiz otime.. By troliey car to
Chleago averne and then, kv a
logs dog sconting IS way fearfuily. to
o 'coruer 1ot fan from the break lo the |
wall,

HIs fege tremDbled and bis eyes gren
wite with drengd. The swigh of the
witor eame to hin enes, anid e stoog
stll for many nslnuted, tsening for
ery for belp Teow off the sbore.  DPut
note came, and agaln skulking along
side the houses of his fricnds, he cov

Nue-

efed the blocks that lay betwebn Lim
anl wie mugnetio el fn the wall, Neur
tho cormor he stufiped. with a utart of
ulurm,

The fgure of 0 wan could Lo wen
gtandlng llke n sliine ou the vory

Iy beating. the golltaxy fgura wia
| Joined by two ottem. Cable shrink
‘bnek Inte the dease shndows, Like a

senrohing Cop the body. A sbrick of
wlug ok o Lle Hps.  But he clieek

! Enﬂwmed the ervestown
- h.mhurmc_uumnnm

it destpoved the
James Bansemer,

wnas warse than

ha breakfasted in|

It~

stone rall stiddenly
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For Just a ittle whi'e,” his wife

gddel gently, The ntime Lesitated &

motoent and then left the room

CHAPTER XVIL

l’“j‘"—j\\ 0 duys pussed before Dn-
| vld Cable was permitied
to gee his wife. Durloeg
those trying hours hie livesd
& an age of agony In sus-
[reiise, sue bhad been removed to ler
home Inte on the night of the “hold-
up" ts e pewspapers felt Jostilied In
enlling 1t He 4l not go to his offlce
the neéxt day nor the next, but haunts
el her door, sleepless, nervous, held
cloge by dread. A dozen times ot least
be sought sdwittnnee to her roow, but
wan slways turned away, cursing the
dootor and the nurses for their (nter
leralpe

His worst fear, however,
his wife would not forgive him, Npt
the dread of exposure nor Uls own
shime or rémorse, not even the pun-
lshment that the Jaw  wmight Infllet,

was that

Frances Cable told bl Jone's his
tory far as It was kpown to her
He Hstensld dully

r Wilk tesor know her troe pas-
- g, =l she Ty the end

“No, T suppose not.” sald he, looking
nut of £l W {4

“You ntdlerstamd. don't yan, David
doear?” shoe snid feehily *How '] dreud
ed o h | earn & truth  an
il rhies 1 il i iow |
h £

)
.-] | ( |
134 il
Leateo AL
ML
Jnne”
» of I EHe I8 not o
) i5 father's schomes I
5 Bunser not mirendy told
rnyd I i, 1t s oot his
piaa to Ifls only ohject has
Lean oy L 1 & m Buun f“"i"'.l.|
3 ut right i the
y 1 ) TOrRIVe .
\ e,
i ! |

1 would
I
L i { Qe 1

¥ IS
a
i {
L 'L be Hel 1 |
§ B W 53
1 wlore 1 led bl |
W roudily @ ].-.‘-"l-1"'||
e ehiid!” shie mmonned,
i nr ahe I8 wo
prooil M APy

“YoR promi.  There Is good
Dlocdd In ber, 1 don't wonder now that |
I used to think she was soch a marvel
She's—she's not just the same sort of |
stock that we ure, take It as you

never must know the trath,
avid.” |

“She’s toupd to find it our dear.
We'd Detter tell her, Tt will be e-wlar|

eonld be compared to the fesr of what |

might be her Ufelong hatred,  Hea |
grew to feel that the doctor, the
nurses, 1|n- sarvants, looked vpon hiey
with  strouge, unfriendly though re

spectful eves, Tn hls heart he belleved
that his wife had carsed him o thelr
presence, Inying bare his part In the
unlisppy traysaction.

At lngt the suspeusoe bocame unbeny
able. He had notlced a slight change
In Jone's muuner and at onece attribe
uted It to sowmothing his wife hod
sk, for Jane had been allowad n the
siek room, The digcovery that
wis ot s child had not ns yet strock
deep into hls understanding.  In
vague sort of woay be répllzed that shie
was difTeront, that he knew, but
It was Impossible for Bim to consldir

shi

Mo

e Begany pourlng forth his ery for for-
givoness, With h gronn e checked
berawn appeul for morey,

“We can ik aboonk Joue another
t!nm not- now,” be ctled 1 must

l‘.now ‘that wou forgive me 1 don't

et w angibing—nothlug else in the

nursy faine In-A fow

ety

Il\th'

her in uny other light than that of the | b rw-

for her, Bapsemer's fangs must be
made harwiless  forever, He shan't
bother her. She'd better hear the sioy
from s and not from bim*

“But Graydon? She'll lose him, Das
vid.”

“I'm not 8o sure of 11, She's 1.*.u.rl.l;_\“
of ‘any man's love, and we must koow
thant Graordon loves het, Ul trost
that  Dut grst of all, we must put it
beyond the power of James Bansomer
to lnjure hir I6 any sbhape or form. |
Then, when' [ go pfter him—Graydon
or no Graydon—ae’ll know that tier
Is auch n place ns hell.”

ol

“Be ratlonal, David, Lot ue tnke our
time nml nk well, dear., 1 can't
bear the thonght of the story thot will

o out concerning me—how
you aboit Jane for ¢
What will people thiul
will they sty ?" ghe alinost wallad,
".I'-'['lli“'i_‘-i,“ 'illlll volce tense

and eprnest, “that i betwedn you uruli

I deceived !
and years,
of me? Whni

Mrs

he, lLis
mwe 1 Intend t to the worlil, if
oeension thit 1 have kn
Jane was not onr |
That will he"— |
Pavid, you ean't any that”

b 'i.'t:‘
demnnds,
frnm the first thnt
-‘l-H-L

“(ih

i

own

ahne

“1 shull say I, dear old partoer

shnll oy thut son took her from the |
~lasylum with s consent 'There s

enly James Bansemier te eall me
Har, aud he wili not dare!"

“That old man Dragm, Dn
¢lork. The man who bl
knows."

“He 15 in the boat witls his pu
ITe 4W) wave yrou, though, 1
hitg o ]4 for that. And T has
o fied froa him than rou
Fraovees, | hm sure he saw

years gone by, The thme would come | w -]‘_.Il .:F”..,I‘_.l T O i

when the full realization would ent | S Sdoirate nod B --‘-11-.- ]
fnto 'bls leert more deoeply .h.m DOW | oone, =2 % - i
bt at present o calnmity of his own | ' "Mut Daslil. 1 was tobbed [
making wo forcing all ether tronbles | "% e oSk sl
Into the background. His grentest (e. | F0E° AU9 Y PEDCERE wWere taken D)
fire Was-w reach hiy wife's glde, W : ittt e, WH“ e :“I i
know the worst that could come of his | ™ evess LU 1
it for Torgiveness, 1 l"l”' L ." enl, s \

The evenlng of the second duy he | L OBOECURTES Big1 Wi Lh |
Ewore thnt he woulll see ber—and | & aned Cable, "o 4 1 ?
alone.  They sdmitted him, and hi_-~l"” lie might ruin mine. 1 would glve
onters] trembling In every perve, She hug 1 oW
wan Iylng, white and haggard, in her | B h _r: e ) )

Yedi her back towand him. e pagsed | “OURU 100 his eve, |

for & Instant and wib cortaln thag e | 150 fab ,

saw her shudtder violimtly. [t wos| "It W impoesibl him to accuse

slgnifieant.  Bhe fenved and loathed | ¥9% David. :

it Yt B oot Joopossibie, 1'm  afradd
2o may have wesn e il

“In It you; DavidT" ho beand hor 28K | wpnt | linve deseribed o anling
woikly, ~AL lnt Ol T was wieald | o o nolice. You do not nnswor €
that somothing hud buppened to youl| .. ,-m::.n in ooy partion
That"— T e s e D%

Ho threw bimwelf on his: knoen be ',317:;”‘% 1.1".'1-’.'1" '[‘ﬂ:,,'.':.,l = s
#IG0 the' bed and wopt with all thell oo o per naryis, palltaly i
pant up bitteruess amd misecy thatwaal o o0 o a0 i_ip:l".‘ t oied. - Tlere
o him—gnd st b uM atthid to) oo o medfcine, oo nutsing, 1o on
Spetk to hov. Nota word left his HpS | s 00t have @one her mo mueh
until he feit ber hind dn Bie hale-a ) oo 00 i bour with bee bushand.,
tender, thoid hand. I was then Wnt) "oy 1o ge more than 1 can tell

you, Duvll, when Laaw that vou wore
Jealous of hlm, L vonld sea It growing
in you duy after day, and yet I eoulld
got find the courage to make ¢very-
thing clear to you, Oh, how could you
bnve suspected me of thae?!

“Tiecause I am a than and booause 1
love you enpugh to eave what becomes
of you. T waa wrong, 1 am happy to
eonfess, Forgive me, dear, T cun't tell
0| you how terrible the last month has'
been to me, 1 can't tell you of the bit- |

E{fﬂ&n‘ﬂl I have had por thoe vi-

¢ |
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ght o r ¢ ovar town he
\ rod, v min in Bis
heart, U Gra; v would
turn from Jan oy be bosyd the
truth
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